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going 83 miles an hour in a 70-mile-an- 
hour zone that was soon by a curve 
going down to what should have been a 
30-mile-an-hour zone. 

Again, I hope when the NTSB comes 
out with recommendations for safety 
on our rail in the United States, that 
the Congress will act accordingly and 
perhaps pass legislation to make our 
trains safer. In the meantime, again, 
my heart and our hearts go out to all 
the victims of this horrific tragedy. 

f 

IMMIGRATION REFORM 

(Mr. GARCIA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to welcome to the House of Rep-
resentatives five selfless individuals, 
courageous reformers who have made a 
tremendous sacrifice to raise aware-
ness for the need of immigration re-
form. They are truly deserving not 
only of our applause, but also of our 
admiration. 

After fasting for over 3 weeks, these 
committed reformers have successfully 
drawn attention to the pressing need to 
pass immigration reform. As Members 
of Congress, we cannot ignore the 
steadfast devotion of these advocates 
through further inaction. 

Along with the majority of this coun-
try and the majority of the House of 
Representatives, these tremendous 
leaders know we need comprehensive 
immigration reform now. Unfortu-
nately, the House leadership continues 
to irresponsibly block commonsense, 
bipartisan reform by refusing to let the 
full House vote. 

Mr. Speaker, these leaders need more 
than applause. They deserve a vote, 
and they deserve it now. 

f 

THE DISTURBING AGREEMENT 
WITH IRAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. COLLINS) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I think there has been a lot of 
things going on in the world in the last 
few weeks and a lot here domestically, 
things that have not been going well on 
the administration’s agenda. Those 
have been well documented and are not 
the reason that I rise tonight. 

The purpose for my rising tonight is 
an issue that seems to want to distract 
from issues at home, and that is a very 
disturbing development with Iran and 
the administration’s agreement that 
has been announced. 
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These are disturbing for many rea-
sons. Tonight we rise, and I rise 
bipartisanly tonight, to talk about this 
because I want the people of Israel and 
I want the American people who are 

great friends of Israel to be assured 
that there are plenty of Members of 
Congress committed to this alliance, I 
am proud to be one of them. 

I also join with my friend from Illi-
nois (Mr. SCHNEIDER), and I am excited 
to be a part of this and discuss for what 
will be a discussion of what we believe 
are the values that we share together. 

I would go ahead and yield for a brief 
opening here before we get started, Mr. 
SCHNEIDER, as we go forward tonight. 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Thank you. It is an 
honor to be here with you to join you 
in this discussion. The world has 
watched anxiously as the P5+1 had a 
series of negotiations that culminated 
2 weeks ago in an interim agreement. 

As we join here tonight to talk about 
some of the issues in this agreement, 
what we will be looking for is to ensure 
that whatever happens, Iran is not al-
lowed to achieve nuclear capability, 
and that our allies in the region, in-
cluding Israel, Saudi Arabia, and oth-
ers, are protected from the prospect of 
a nuclear Iran. 

I yield back. 
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. I agree, and 

I appreciate the gentleman so much. 
I believe that it is certain in our for-

eign policy, as much as anything, 
America needs to speak from a position 
of strength that we have; that we 
should not deny our position of 
strength and our power to enforce what 
we believe are standards that need to 
be looked at across the world. Tonight 
I want to bring that attention to the 
floor of the House of Representatives 
and also to the Nation. 

My dedication to the U.S.-Israel alli-
ance brings me to the floor tonight 
with an urgent message for our Presi-
dent: Don’t fall for Iran’s public rela-
tions campaign. In the words of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
during his recent speech before the 
U.N., newly-elected Iranian President 
Hassan ‘‘Rouhani thinks he can have 
his yellowcake and eat it too.’’ 

President Rouhani is orchestrating 
an unprecedented charm offensive to 
reduce sanctions on his country. Over 
the last 5 months—this is amazing—his 
campaign has included tweeting 
‘‘Happy Rosh Hashanah’’ to Jews 
across the globe celebrating their New 
Year, condemning the use of chemical 
weapons in Syria after the August 21 
attacks, making diplomatic overtures 
to President Obama through personal 
letters. 

Mr. President, tell Rouhani that 
mere words won’t ultimately improve 
relations between the U.S. and Iran. 

Most recently, two rounds of nuclear 
negotiations have occurred. A truly 
disturbing deal between the West and 
Iran materialized, which puts Israel in 
a very difficult position. 

Much like negotiations with North 
Korea over its nuclear program, the 
U.S. is being duped. The deal allows 
Iran to maintain its nuclear program, 
while the U.S. sanctions are lifted for 6 
months. This deal benefits no one but 
Iran. There are bipartisan measures 

currently in the House and Senate to 
maintain sanctions and to continue to 
hold Iran accountable for its actions. 

Mr. President, I ask you carefully re-
view President Rouhani’s record before 
moving further with more sanctions re-
lief. 

To really understand President 
Rouhani’s intentions, let’s look beyond 
his words to his actions. 

On September 19, an op-ed by Presi-
dent Rouhani was published in The 
Washington Post. In the piece, Rouhani 
spoke against glorifying ‘‘brute force’’ 
and in favor of ending ‘‘unhealthy ri-
valries’’ that drive nations apart. 

Forty-eight hours later, President 
Rouhani presided over the Iranian mili-
tary parade showcasing over 30 mis-
siles, all with the capability of striking 
Israel. During his speech, he said, ‘‘In 
the past 200 years, Iran has never at-
tacked another country.’’ 

It gets better. Of course Iran doesn’t 
have to attack because its proxy, 
Hezbollah, carries out its foreign pol-
icy. Hezbollah has continuously at-
tacked Israel over the decades, and is 
instrumental in fighting the National 
Coalition of Syrian Revolution and Op-
position Forces. The NCSRO is a rebel 
group which the U.S. recognizes as the 
legitimate representative of the Syrian 
people. 

Let us not forget Iran’s intrusion on 
U.S. soil. The Iranian hostage crisis of 
1979 began with an attack on and subse-
quent occupation of the U.S. Embassy. 
Fifty-two Americans were held hostage 
for 444 days. The attack had the sup-
port of Iran’s then-leader Ayatollah 
Khomeini. The attack was a clear vio-
lation of international diplomatic pro-
tocol. 

President Rouhani has made several 
claims that Iran’s nuclear program is 
for peaceful purposes. He says Iran’s 
only desire is to diversify its energy 
production capability. 

Yet, Iran has not only refused to re-
verse course on enriching uranium but 
has 1,000 new generation centrifuges 
that enrich uranium faster and are 
more durable than previous versions. 

As we say down in Georgia, a slap on 
the jaw and a kiss on the cheek don’t 
send the same message. 

Recently, freshman members of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee sent a bi-
partisan letter to President Obama 
telling him to be vigilant in his diplo-
matic actions with Rouhani. 

Any negotiation with the Iranian re-
gime should only come after Iran has 
stopped enriching uranium and neu-
tralizes the quantity it currently pos-
sesses. Congress has let its will be 
known with the passage of the Nuclear 
Iran Prevention Act this summer in 
the House. 

Congress and the American people do 
not trust the Iranian regime. The 
White House needs to sign the latest 
set of sanctions. These sanctions go 
further than previous ones by targeting 
the profiteering of black market goods. 
Sanctions target regime members who 
are guilty of human rights violations. 
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